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Minutes of the Working Committee of the Academic Council on March 10, 2026
At the  Senate Office, Serampore


WC/01/2026	Opening Devotion:
The meeting began at 9:00 a.m. with a devotional reflection led by Rev. Dr. Israel David, Chairperson of the Academic Council, followed by prayer offered by Rev. Dr. C. I. David Joy, President of the Senate.

WC/02/2026	Members:	
a. Present
Rev. Dr. C. I. David Joy – President of the Senate of Serampore College
Rev. Dr. Israel David – Chairperson of the Academic Council
Rev. Dr. Selvam Robertson – Registrar, SSC
Dr. Aswathy John – Dean, SATHRI
Rev. Dr. Varaprasad - Member
Rev. Dr. Biju Chacko - Member
				
b. Apology 
Rev. Bishu Kumar Debbarma							

WC/03/2026	Welcome by the Registrar 
		The Registrar officially welcomes the members.

WC/04/2026	Hours of Session:	
It is resolved that
Resolution I:
	The following Hours of Sessions be approved.
		From 9:00 a.m. to 01:00 p.m.

WC/05/2026	Appointment of the Recording Secretaries
		It is resolved that
		
Resolution II:
Dr. Aswathy John, Dean of Research/SATHRI and Rev. Dr. Biju Chacko, Principal, NTC, Dehradun be appointed as the Recording Secretaries.

WC/06/2026	Adoption of Agenda								
It is resolved that
		Resolution III:
		The Agenda as presented by the Registrar, SSC, be approved.

WC/07/2026	Obituary:
Rev. Dr. Rieweh Robert Cunville, Renowned Christian Leader – January 17, 2026
The Working Committee placed on record its heartfelt condolences on the passing away of Rev. Dr. Rieweh Robert Cunville, on 17th January, 2026, a distinguished Christian leader who served the global church in several capacities, including as President of the United Bible Societies. He was Honorary D.D. recipient (2014). Dr. Aswathy John offered  prayer for the bereaved family of Dr. Robert Cunville.

INTERIM BUSINESS
								
WC/08/2026	Result declaration for the First Semester (November) Examination 2025 (CET, D.Min Entrance 09/02/2026), Qualifying Exams, Dip.C.S., BCS, MCS, Dip.B.T., BBTS, Dip.C.E., Dip.C.T., 13/02/2026) 
		
The Registrar informed the Committee that the results of the First Semester (November) Examinations of the 2025–2026 academic year had been declared for the following programs:CET, D.Min. Entrance Examination (09 February 2026); Qualifying Examinations, Dip. C.S., BCS, MCS, Dip. B.T., BBTS, Dip. C.E., Dip. C.T. (Declared on 13 February 2026.)
The Committee resolved that 
Resolution IV:
The Committee appreciated the Registrar for smooth functioning of the Senate examination in November 2025 and approved the report of the declaration of Result.

WC/09/2026	Board of Moderators 2026 – First Semester (November) Examination 
The Registrar informed the Committee regarding the cancellation of papers in which malpractice had been reported, as recommended by the Board of Moderators.
It is resolved that
Resolution V:
The decisions of the Board of Moderators be approved.




WC/10/2026	Examination (Second Semester) 2026 – April 7- 25, 2026 (BTH, BMISS, BD, MTH, MCP, DCPC, D.Min. Comp., DWM) 
	
The Second Semester Examinations for the following programs will be conducted from 7th  April to 25th  April 2026: B.Th., B.Miss., B.D., M.Th., MCP, DCPC, D.Min. Comprehensive,  DWM.
It is resolved that 

Resolution VI:
The dates of the Second Semester Examinations be approved.

WC/11/2026	Central Evaluation System (CES) - June 8 - 20, 2026 
	The Registrar reported that the Central Evaluation System (CES) will be held from 8th  June to 20th  June 2026.

	It is resolved that 

	Resolution VII:
	The scheduled date for the Central Evaluation System (CES) (from 8th  June to 20th  June 2026) be approved.


BUSINESS ARISING

WC/12/2026	Affiliation: Evaluation Commission Reports: (D.Th. ,M.Th., B.D., B.Th., BCS, Dip.CS)  
	
A. D.Th.
Advanced Institute For Research on Religion and Culture (ARRC), Hyderabad - D.Th. in History of Christianity  (AC-17-F-c/2025; WC/10-C-b/2025WC/19-/2020, 	EC/121-D-a/2020)	

The Commission members visited ARRC on 28th January, 2026. The suggestions of the Evaluation Commission was placed before the Committee. 

The Suggestions are as follows:

1. ARRC may initiate the D.Th. program in History of Christianity, subject to the following conditions:
a. Immediate enhancement of history-related book collections in all three libraries.
b. Provision of separate research seating arrangements for research scholars in each library.
c. Arrangement of scholarships for D.Th. research scholars.
d. Ensuring adequate academic exposure for research scholars.
e. Procurement of sufficient books on historiography and historical methodologies at the earliest.
2. All three libraries must increase subscriptions to regional, national, and international journals and periodicals without delay.
3. ARRC should strengthen the Religion department, alongside History of Christianity, to sustain M.Th. and doctoral program.
4. The Commission reaffirmed that the Senate does not permit any institution to offer higher theological education without a minimum of two earned doctorates in the specialized field. 
5. ARRC should immediately appoint two qualified full-time faculty members in Hinduism and submit their names to the Senate, failing which Hinduism students may be adversely affected.
6. Superannuated professors may teach only one subject and guide only one student.
7. Separate Academic Committees for M.Th. and D.Th. programs should be constituted in addition to the ARRC Management Committee.
8. ARRC should strengthen academic interaction and collaboration among the three federated institutions.
9. All the above recommendations must be fully implemented before the commencement of the new academic session in June 2026.
The Committee resolved that 

Resolution VIII:
i. ARRC be accepted as a Federated Faculty of the Senate of Serampore College.
ii. ARRC shall be permitted to register M.Th. and D.Th. students in the Department of Hinduism only after appointing two qualified professors in the department.
iii. Subject to the fulfillment of all requirements, ARRC shall be considered for offering the D.Th. program in the Department of History of Christianity.
iv. ARRC should submit a compliance report before 31st  May 2026.
	 
B. M.Th.
New Theological College, Dehradun – M.Th. in Old Testament, New Testament, Christian Theology & Missiology (Sen/17-D-d/2025; AC/18-a/2025; WC/11/2024; AC18/2022)

The Commission Members visited NTC on 11th February 2026 (AC/18-a/2025) and the suggestions of the Evaluation Commission was placed before the Committee.



Suggestions to the College

1. The Commission raised the following concerns to the principal and the Board of Trustees: 
2. The New Testament and Missiology Departments should appoint one core faculty member each immediately.
3. Faculty members pursuing further studies should be encouraged to complete their studies and rejoin the college.
4. When recruiting faculty members, the College should consider the requirements of the Senate of Serampore College; and
5. The College can further strengthen resources in the OT, NT, Theology, and Missiology departments. 
The Committee resolved that 

Resolution IX:
i. The affiliation for the Department of Old Testament be confirmed.
ii. The College shall admit students in the Department of Christian Theology from June 2026.
iii. The College should appoint one additional core faculty member with a doctoral degree in New Testament in order to register M.Th. students in New Testament from June 2026.
iv. The College should appoint one core faculty member to continue the M.Th. program in Missiology.
v. A compliance report shall be submitted before 31st  May 2026.
	

C. B.D.
Kanyakumari Theological Seminary (KKTS), Muttom, Kanyakumari (Sen/17-D-h/2025; AC/18-e/2025; Sen/16/D-a/2023; AC/18/22; WC/12-C/2022) (Provisional affiliation in 2023)	

The Commission Members  visited the College on the 17th February, 2026  (AC/18-e/2025) and the suggestions of the Evaluation Commission was placed before the Committee.

Suggestion to the College

1.   The new constitution and statutes should be more balanced without discrimination in terms of churches and ordination.
2. The College needs to accommodate faculty members and students from other churches to 	facilitate an ecumenical and inclusive theological education to the students.
3. The College can reduce part-time faculty members and concentrate on full-time faculty members.

4. Faculty members should stay on the campus to provide a more congenial atmosphere to the 	students.
5. Church can stop using faculty members in diocesan services.
6. The faculty members should devote much time in research and training the students.
7. College can fasten the process of developing quarters for the faculty members.
8. The scale of pay should be uniform on the basis of positions as Assistant Professor, 	Associate Professor and Professor.
9. The library needs more funds and volumes of books.
	The Committee resolved that
	Resolution X:
i. The affiliation of the College be confirmed subject to the fulfillment of the recommended requirements.
ii. A compliance report shall be submitted before 31st  May 2026.

  
D. B.Th.
a.  	Maraland Theological College, Siaha, Mizoram - B.Th. Full Affiliation	(Sen/17-D-c/2025;AC/17-F-b/2025;WC/10-C-a/2025)

The Commission Members  visited the College on the 22nd January, 2026  (AC/17-F-b/2025) and the suggestions of the Evaluation Commission was placed before the Committee.

Suggestion to the College

1. Improve the library facilities
2. Speed up the infrastructure developments.

The Committee resolved that 

Resolution XI:

Maraland Theological College, Mizoram be granted full affiliation for the B.Th. program from the academic year 2026–2027.

							   
b.  	Calcutta Bible Seminary, Don Nagar, 24 Parganas, W.B. - B.Th. Full Affiliation (Sen/17-D-a/2025; AC/17-A-d/2025; WC/12/2024; AC/12/2023; WC/16/2023)	
The Commission Members  visited the College on the 20th February, 2026  (AC/17-A-d/2025) and the suggestions of the Evaluation Commission was placed before the Committee.

Suggestion to the College

1. CBS should appoint one more Faculty Member in Ministry department
2. The College should follow the Senate proposal for salary to begin with.
3. The  College should start Government P.F. and provide medical, book,          etc. allowances.
4. D.Th. students should not be used for teaching.
5. The responsibilities of Dean and Warden can be shared by two Faculty Members.
6. Have a faculty in-charge for library.

The Committee resolved that 

Resolution XII:
i. The affiliation of Calcutta Bible Seminary, 24 Parganas, West Bengal be confirmed with effect from June 2027, subject to the fulfillment of the required conditions.
ii. A compliance report should be submitted before 31st January, 2027.


c.	Nav Bharat Bible Institute, Purnia, Bihar - B.Th.– Provisional Affiliation 2023 – 2026 (Sen/17-D-g/2025; Sen/20/2023; AC/10/2023; WC/12-a/2023; Sen/16-F-/2022;WC/12-C-b/2022) (Sen/16-g/2025; AC/18-d/2025) 

The Commission Members  visited the College on the 25th February, 2026  and the suggestions of the Evaluation Commission was placed before the Committee.

Suggestions to the College
1. The current library reading room requires improvements in seating capacity, digital access and the overall study environment.
2. The Commission recommended t hat the concerned authority provide a modest pantry space equipped with essential facilities for single female faculty members (attached to girls’ hostel)
3. The Commission also suggested implementing the basic salary scale recommended by the Senate of Serampore College for faculty members.
4. The College need separate office for the Registrar
5. The College should Appoint two more qualified faculty members
6. The College should increase the strength of students.
			   
The Committee resolved that 

Resolution XIII:
i. Nav Bharat Bible Institute, Purnia, Bihar be granted full affiliation for the B.Th. program from the academic year 2026–2027, subject to compliance with the recommendations of the Commission.
ii. The Institute shall appoint one qualified faculty member each in the Departments of Old Testament and Theology.
iii. A compliance report shall be submitted before 31st May 2026.

d.	Impur Bible School, Mokokchung - B.Th. (Sen/17-D-g/2025; Sen/18/2024; Provisional affiliation 2024 for 3 years, WC/11/2024; AC/11/2023)	
The Commission Members  visited the College on the 4th March, 2026  and the suggestions of the Evaluation Commission was placed before the Committee.

Suggestion to the College
1. Ensure diversity among faculty members to help ecumenical atmosphere
2. The College Hostel for both girls and boys needs improvement.
3. The College Library needs more spacious place.
The Committee resolved that 
Resolution XIV:
i. The affiliation of Impur Bible College be confirmed with effect from June 2027 (academic year 2027–2028), subject to the fulfillment of the required conditions.
ii. A compliance report shall be submitted before 31 January 2027.
          
	E.	M.C.S.,  B.C.S. & Dip.C.S. Programs:
			a.	Gossner Theological College, Ranchi (WC/13/2025) 
The Commission Members  visited the College on the 28th January, 2026  and the suggestions of the Evaluation Commission was placed before the Committee.
	
			Suggestions to the College
1. The College may purchase newer books for its library, as it runs a BD program. 
2. The older books in the library need to be stored on closed racks to protect them from dust and moisture. 
3. The College may promote both the regular and extension programs to increase student enrolment. 
			
			The Committee resolved that 
			Resolution XV:
Gossner Theological College, Ranchi be granted permission to offer MCS program from the academic year 2026–2027.

      			b.	Vellore Bible College, Tamil Nadu (AC/22-a/2025)    
The Commission Members  visited the College on the 27th February, 2026  and the suggestions of the Evaluation Commission was placed before the Committee.

Suggestions to the College 
1. The College needs to purchase more books for its library. 
2. The College needs to improve its infrastructure to bring in regular 
     students.

The Committee resolved that 
Resolution XVI:
The Vellore Bible College, Tamilnadu be granted permission to function as an approved examination center for the BCS and Dip. C.S. program from the academic year 2026–2027.

c. Joshuva Memorial Baptist Seminary, Palnadu, A.P. (AC/22-b/2025)	
The Commission Members  visited the College on the 6th March, 2026  and the suggestions of the Evaluation Commission was placed before the Committee.

Suggestions to the Seminary 
1. The Commission suggests that the seminary expands its Governing Board by including representatives from different churches, in order to ensure stability and wider support for the seminary.
2. The Commission also recommends that the seminary strengthen and expand its library resources, particularly by increasing the collection of books covering the various disciplines of theological studies. 
The Committee resolved that 
Resolution XVII:
The Joshuva Memorial Baptist Seminary, Palnadu, A.P be granted permission to function as an approved examination center for the BCS and Dip. C.S. program from the academic year 2027.

WC/13/2026	New Affiliation at B.Th. level in affiliated Colleges:

The following Colleges expressed interest in starting the B.Th. program in the next academic year:
a. New Theological College, Dehradun				
b. Concordia Theological Seminary, Kanyakumari			
c. Madras Theological Seminary, Chennai				
d. Trinity Theological College, Nagaland				
e. Witter Theological College, Wokha, Nagaland			
f. Allahabad Bible Seminary, Allahabad English and Hindi medium
g. Trulock Theological Seminary, Manipur
h. Leonard Theological College, Jabalpur
i. Kerala United Theological Seminary, Trivandrum

After some discussion the Committee resolved that 

Resolution XVIII:
The above listed Colleges be permitted to start the B.Th. program in the new academic year  (2026-2027) with the new curriculum.

WC/14/2026 	Permission for the Senate Examination Centre for Extension Program: 
a. Vision Theological Seminary, Nagercoil - Dip.CS, BCS, MCS – New application	

It is resolved that 

Resolution XIX:
The Evaluation Commission consisting of the following members be appointed to evaluate the College for approval as an Examination Centre. 

Rev. Dr. C.I. David Joy, President of the Senate
Rev. Dr. Elungkiebe Zeliang, Dean of Extension Program
				
b. Bishops College, Kolkata – for DCPC  program	

It is resolved that 

Resolution XX:
The Evaluation Commission consisting of the following members be appointed to evaluate the College for approval as an Examination Centre. 

Rev. Dr. Selvam Robertson, Registrar, SSC
Rev. Dr. Israel David, Chairperson, Academic Council

c.	Mar Thoma Theological Seminary, Kottayam – Request to re-start BCS Program

It is resolved that 
Resolution XXI:
Mar Thoma Theological Seminary, Kottayam be permitted to re-start BCS, program w.e.f. 2026 academic year.

WC/15/2026	Revival of Affiliation – St. Ignatius Theological Seminary, Thiruvalla - B.Th, B.D.  program [Affiliated in 1998; discontinued in 2010; re-affiliation in 2016; De-affiliation Senate /20/2024]

	The Committee noted that a Senate resolution already exists regarding this matter in 2010 (EC/59/2010) Resolution XVI-ii – Senate shoulf be careful in its process for affiliation in future.
					
 The Committee resolved that 
 Resolution XXII:
i. An Evaluation Commission be appointed to evaluate the College. The following members were appointed to serve on the Commission:

· Rev. Dr. C. I. David Joy, President, SSC
· Rev. Dr. Selvam Robertson, Registrar, SSC
· Rev. Dr. Israel David, Chairperson of the Academic Council
· Dr. Aswathy John, Dean Research/SATHRI

ii. The College shall be requested to submit a list of core faculty members with full details, noting that core faculty members cannot simultaneously serve as core faculty in other seminaries or colleges.

WC/16/2026	M.Th. new branch at the Affiliated College/s:
NIIPGTS – M.Th. in Old Testament 	

It is resolved that				
Resolution: XXIII:
An Evaluation Commission be appointed to evaluate the College. The following members are appointed 

· Dr. Aswathy John,  Dean,  Research/SATHRI 
· Rev. Dr. Elungkiebe Zeliang, Dean, Extension Program
· Rev. Dr. Varaprasad, Member AC, Principal ACTC


NEW BUSINESS

WC/17/2026	United Theological College, Bangalore- Application to continue BD program for 4 years for 2026-27 and to Continue BD program for 3 years 3 months from 2027-2028 								

		It is resolved that:

		Resolution XXIV:
i. The United Theological College, Bangalore, may continue the existing B.D. program for the academic year 2026–2027.
ii.  From the academic year 2027–2028, the College shall introduce the revised B.D. program of three years.
iii.  The new curriculum of UTC shall be submitted to the Senate for its approval.


WC/18/2026	Policy Matters:

a. Superannuated Faculty – Dr. M. Stephen (65) at Faith Theological Seminary, Manakala

It is resolved that 

Resolution XXV:
The superannuated faculty members cannot be considered as core faculty, as per  the existing policy of the Senate.

b. Students registered for 5 year BD program in 2025

It is resolved that 

Resolution XXVI:
The students, who have registered for five year B.D. orientation in 2025-2026 academic year shall join the first year of the New B.D. course (Three year BD) from June 2026 (Academic Year 2026-2027).


c. BD grade required for joining M.Th. studies (old B-; new B)

It is resolved that 

Resolution XXVII:
The minimum requirement for admission to the M.Th. program shall be 
1. An aggregate of 60% in the B.D. program, and 60% in the cluster. 
2. Any subject from the cluster can be considered for M.Th. studies with this policy. 
3. This will be implemented with immediate effect from the academic year 2026–2027, as per the new B.D. curriculum.


d. BD Up-graders (2027-2028)

It is resolved that 

Resolution: XXVIII:
i. Candidates seeking to upgrade from BCS to B.D. second year from the academic year 2027–2028 must complete the required prerequisite courses (Greek, Hebrew, Methodology, and English papers) as Senate examined qualifying papers before joining the B.D. program.
ii. This regulation will not apply to students admitted in the academic year 2026–2027.

e. One year diploma assignment 60/40 removal

It is resolved that

			Resolution: XXIX:
		The existing 60/40 evaluation pattern for assignments be discontinued, and all subjects in the one-year diploma programs shall henceforth be evaluated directly for 100 marks  (100%).

WC/19/2026	Syllabus Revision: M.Th., M.C.S., B.C.S., Dip.C.S., Dip.C.T, Dip.C.E. (Sen/20/2025) (Senate authorized)

1. M.Th. Syllabus Revision:
	It is resolved that:

		        Resolution: XXX:
1. A preparatory consultation meeting be organized with all Postgraduate Centres (Principals/Deans/Registrars or Academic Administrators) to discuss the following:
· Strengthening the M.Th. program
· Overall vision for the revision (towards a global standard)
· Objectives of the revision
· Rationale
· Theological and academic perspectives
· Areas of revision
· Timeline and revision process

2. The preliminary meeting may be scheduled on 6 August 2026.

3. The following members were identified to initiate and present the discussions in their respective areas:

1. Rev. Dr. C. I. David Joy – Overall Vision for the revision
2. Rev. Dr. Israel David – Modalities and Process of Revision
3. Rev. Dr. Varaprasad – Old Testament
4. Rev. Dr. Biju Chacko – New Testament
5. Rev. Dr. Songram Basumatary – Theology
6. Rev. Dr. Sunil M. Caleb – Ethics
7. Rev. Dr. Woba James – History of Christianity
8. Dr. Lalrindidki Ralte – Social Analysis
9. Dr. Annie George – Christian Education
10. Rev. Dr. Rodinmawia Ralte – Religions
11. Rev. Dr. P. T. George – Missiology
12. Rev. Dr. M. Peter Singh – Communication
13. Rev. Fr. Dr. Shaji P. John – Counseling
14. Dr. Selvam Robertson, Registrar, SSC-Member
15. Dr. Aswathy John, Dean/ SATHRI-Member
16. Dr. Elugkiebe Zeliang, Dean SCEPTRE & Secretary BTESSC-Member

2. Extension Programs syllabus Revision:

	It is resolved that 
		
Resolution: XXXI:
i. A sub-committee shall be formed for the revision of the extension program. The following members were identified to be part of the sub-committee: 

1. Rev. Dr. Elungkiebe Zeliang, Dean of Extension Program/ SCEPTRE
2. Rev. Dr. Selvam Robertson, Registrar
3. Rev. Dr. C. I. David Joy, President
4. Rev. Dr. Israel David, Chairperson, Academic Council
5. Dr. Aswathy John, Dean, Research/SATHRI
6. Dean of Extension Studies ACTC
7. Rev. Dr. Naveen Rao, Principal, LTC
8. Rev. Dr. Stanley Jones, Faculty,  UBS
9. Dr. Shelly Swu, Faculty,  TTC, Dimapur

iii. The preliminary meeting may be scheduled on 7 August 2026.

WC/20/2026	Matters from the M.Th, MCP & DCPC Department: 
I. Approval of the M.Th. Thesis Proposals
	
A. Submitted			
1. Academy of Integrated Christian Studies, Aizawl
2. Aizawl Theological College, Aizawl
3. ARRC, Hyderabad
4. Clark Theological College, Mokokchung, Nagaland  
5. Eastern Theological College, Jorhat  
6. FFRRC, Kottayam
7. Gurukul Lutheran Theological College, Chennai
8. Harding Theological College, Tura
9. John Roberts Theological College, Shillong
10. NIIPGTS, Serampore
11. New Theological College, Dehra Dun  
12. Tamilnadu Theological Seminary, Madurai  
13. Trinity Theological College, Dimapur
14. United Theological College, Bangalore
15. Union Biblical Seminary, Pune

B.    Not Submitted:
	Faith Theological Seminary, Manakala  

	It is resolved that 

	Resolution XXXII:
	i.	The Thesis Proposals of the above M.Th. Colleges be approved
	ii.	The FTS, Manakala be requested to send the Thesis Proposals without further delay.
II. Approval of Thesis Titles for MCP and DCPC

A. Submitted
1. Aizawl Theological College, Aizawl  (DCPC)
2. Bangalore Baptist Hospital & CMAI (DCPC)
3. Christian Medical College, Vellore  (DCPC)
4. Kerala United Theological Seminary, Trivandrum (DCPC)
5. Life Enrichment Counselling & Training Centre, Kerala (DCPC)
6. TMA Institute of Counselling, Kottayam (MCP, DCPC)

B. Not Submitted:

	  Mar Thoma Hospital Guidance and Counselling Centre, Kerala (DCPC)

	  It is resolved that

     Resolution XXXIII:
	       i.	    The Thesis Proposals of the above M.Th. Colleges be approved
	 ii.	The  Mar Thoma Hospital Guidance and Counselling Centre, Kerala (DCPC)be requested to send the Thesis Proposals without   further delay.
III.    Late Submission of M.Th. Thesis – Rev. Fr. Jomon John K. (AA9238) FFRRC, Kottayam ( Registration year 2011-2013; Lapsed in 2016 (There is no provision in the Regulation  for such case)

	The Committee noted that there is no provision in the Regulations for considering such cases after the lapse of registration.
			
			It is resolved that:
			
			Resolution: XXXIV:
i.		The registration of Rev. Fr. Jomon John K. lapsed in 2016, and therefore, the request for late submission of the thesis cannot be granted.
		ii.   	The student has to register as a fresh candidate to pursue the M.Th. program.

IV.    Change of Guide:
a.	DCPC- Ms. Kezhienuo Kulnu (AC234925) – Bangalore Baptist Hospital – Rev. L. Shashikanth Dennis Raj, New Guide in place of Dr. Joseph George 

b. M.Th. – Mr. Jackson Jacob Mathew (AB972524) - FFRRC, Kerala – Rev. Dr. Jacob Mathew in place of Rev. Dr. M.C. Thomas 

c. M.Th. – Change of thesis Supervisor for Simpong B. Marak student of Harding Theological College, Tura, Meghalaya

It is resolved that 

Resolution XXXV:
				The requests for change of guides/supervisors be accepted.

WC/21/2026	Matters from Extension Program Department (SCEPTRE)
		Extension of one year of BCS student Ms. M. Byapari
		
		It is resolved that
		
		Resolution: XXXVI:
Ms. M. Byapari be granted one-year extension to complete the program requirements.

WC/22/2026	Matters from the B.D., B.Th.  Department:
a. Permission for three students of Church of the Cross Theological College, Telangana (Vernacular College) to write examination in English
ID AB7852233	BTh. Final Year
ID AC2824252	B.Th. Second Year
ID AC2845253        BTh. First Year

It is resolved that
		 
		Resolution: XXXVII:
The request be granted from the academic year 2026-2027.

		b.	Ms. Girithuri Ganga Bhavani ( BD AA4125) Registration Year 2012 – Bethel Bible College, Guntur – Request to complete seven papers for the completion of the BD Degree
		
			It is resolved that
			Resolution: XXXVIII:
i. The candidate may be re-registered as a residential student for a minimum period of one year.
ii. The candidate should complete all the pending subjects within two years.
	

		c.	Mr. Alex Nelson P. (ID AB6431234) – Tamilnadu Theological Seminary, Madurai – Request to complete BD (30 courses) after transferring to Kerala United Theological Seminary, Trivandrum.

			It is resolved that
			
			Resolution XXXIX:
i. The candidate be re-registered to join the Third Year B.D. program as a residential student to complete the remaining requirements.
ii. The candidate shall remain as a residential student for the Third and Fourth Years of the B.D. program

		d.	Rev. G. Sam Sampath Kumar (BD 4072/2000) – Request for completion of BD backlog papers - Andhra Christian Theological College, Hyderabad 

			It is resolved that

		Resolution: XL:
i. The candidate be permitted to re-register in order to complete the program requirements.
ii. The candidate should complete all the pending subjects within two years.

e. Rev. Venkata Rao Yalla (BD 5647/2003) - Request for completion of BD  backlog paper (Only one paper 302)  - Gurukul Lutheran Theological College, Chennai	

It is resolved that:

		Resolution: XLI:
i. The candidate be permitted to re-register to complete the program requirements.
ii. The candidate should complete the pending subjects within one year.


WC/23/2026	Theological College of Lanka, Sri Lanka

The Committee deliberated on the requests submitted by Theological College of Lanka, Sri Lanka regarding:

a.  Permission to offer the M.Th. program
b.  Affiliation status, and
c.  Concession of fees.

It is resolved that

Resolution: XLII:
i. The B.Th. program of the College be confirmed.		
ii. For the B.D. program, the College shall submit a detailed report and compliance form indicating the current faculty strength and student enrolment.
iii. Based on the evaluation of the submitted report, the Academic Council will take an appropriate decision regarding the B.D. program.
iv. The request to offer the M.Th. program may not be considered at this stage.

WC/24/2026	Mar Thoma Episcopal Jubilee Institute of Evangelism, Thiruvalla – Request for English Course Materials & Medium of writing Senate Examinations

The Committee considered the request from Mar Thoma Episcopal Jubilee Institute of Evangelism, Thiruvalla, regarding the provision of English course materials and permission for students to write the Senate Examinations in English.

It was resolved that:

Resolution: XLIII:
i. The students be permitted to write the Senate Examinations in English.
ii. The College shall submit the names of the students who wish to avail this 
provision.
iii. The College has to communicate the details of the students to the Senate office at the earliest. 


WC/25/2026 	Institutions not fulfilling minimum faculty requirements 

It is resolved that:

Resolution XLIV:
i. A circular from the Registrar shall be issued to the concerned Colleges/Institutions, reminding them to comply with the prescribed minimum faculty requirements at the earliest.
ii. Colleges/Institutions that do not meet the minimum required faculty strength shall be treated as Provisional Colleges until the requirements are fulfilled.
iii. A circular from the Registrar shall also be issued instructing Colleges not to list a faculty, who is already a full time faculty member in another affiliated College/Institution, to ensure transparency and adherence to academic norms.

WC/26/2026	Any Other Business – Policy for the faculty promotion in affiliated Colleges of SSC
It is resolved that 
Resolution: XLV:
The Senate guidelines for faculty promotions shall be circulated from the Senate office once again to all affiliated colleges for their reference and compliance.


WC/27/2026	Date of next meeting 
		The tentative date of the next Academic Council meeting is 2nd September, 2026.

WC/28/2026	Closing prayer 
The meeting concluded with a prayer by Dr. Biju Chacko 







Rev. Dr. Israle David					Rev. Dr. Selvam Robertson
Chairperson, AC                                                               	 Registrar & Convener


Rev. Dr. Biju Chacko
Dr. Aswathy John
Recording Secretaries
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